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Text: Trade Unions Undermined



The ability to join and form a trade union remains a great challenge in the sportswear production sector. In all four of the researched sportswear factories in Turkey, no unions were allowed. In one of the factories in Bulgaria, it was reported that management had hostile attitude towards any form of worker representation in the enterprise.

The obstacles to forming and joining a trade union are sometimes exacerbated by governments when they undermine worker’s rights as means of attracting foreign investment. Sometimes the employers harass and discriminate against those who join union activities. Added to this, long working hours leave little time for workers to engage in trade union organizing; and workers refrain from participating because they are  afraid that union membership will threaten their jobs.

In many of the factories we have searched, workers reported that management made it clear that union organizing was not acceptable. Workers interviewed in these factories felt convinced that joining a union would lead to being fired; and workers do not dare to protest over anything for fear of losing their jobs.

Many of the workers interviewed expressed their belief that trade union representation would give them the bargaining power necessary to change the unhealthy and undignified working conditions in their factories. Yet this means of achieving justice is continually threatened by employers and also by governments. There is clear evidence of violations of trade union rights in this sector in all the countries mentioned in this report.



Oxfam, Play Fair at the Olympics, 2004



Vocabulary:    undermined: destabilized 



sportswear: equipments for sport



 fired: licencié 



bargaining: négociation






